Posted Date : 06:00 (08/11/2016) Sakti Vikatan.

Use and abuse of gifts in worship.

In-house Siva Linga worship

Circumambulation after sanctum doors are closed.
Avoid obstructive Nakshatras.

Forbidden use if stainless steel utensils in worship.
Oil bath and cutting hair: guidance.
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Question- Answer
[s in-house Siva-Lingam worship proper?
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Question: Could we make offerings to God of clothes, fruits...we
obtained as gift of love? M. Vathsala Nellai-2
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Acquisition of all objects does not come from our individual
endeavor. We obtain multitude of objects free. If we obtained
Rs.10.00 more than what we put in as effort, that is also free. Because
we obtain something as a loving gift, that object is not of any lower
value. Loving gift means, “this object I make yours.” You can give
your possessions to whosoever you wish. We should look into it if it

is fit for dedication to God. We should not do it in the mean spirit of
getting rid of it.
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In everyday practice, we dedicate to God what we obtain as love-gift.
What Bhagavan gave as love-gift is water. With that, you perform
ceremonial water ablution of Bhagavan. This also is in the same
spirit.
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Could we worship Siva-Lingam in the house?
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After the doors of the sanctum are shut closed, can we make
circumambulation along the (encircling) walkways adjoining the
temple?

P& MLD pirakaram, n. < prakara. 1. Court or arcade surrounding a
shrine in a temple.
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Though the doors (of the sanctum) are shut closed,
circumambulation of the sanctum and premises is permissible. When

the morning Pja is over, the sanctum sanctorum ‘s doors alone are
shut. The temple’s main gates are open and the temple premises are




never shut completely. This is to allow foot traffic in and out of
temple. If the sanctum doors are closed, circumambulation gives us
the mental eye-image of our previous sighting of the deity, now out
of sight behind the walls of sanctum. There is no guarantee whether
the mind will remain focused on the deity. Closed doors block
physical eyesight. But the mind reminisces about the deity. Your
worship does not go in vain, though the doors are shut closed.
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When auspicious events are underway, why do you advise to avert
some Nakshatras? - K. Shanmugam, Tindivanam
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It is essential to begin auspicious activities during auspicious time.

That auspicious time cooperates to bring our thoughts to a glorious
fruition.
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The pentad such as week, digits, Nakshatra, Yogam, and Karanam

joins and facilitates to bring the auspicious time to a completion.
Here, Nakshatra's role also is important. We should select a naturally




compatible Nakshatra in accord with the event. Through Vedas, we
come to know the natural tendencies of the Nakshatras.
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When we begin events like marriage, marital union, education,
employment, commerce, Gruha Pravesam, encounter with an enemy,
travel, kerfuffle, dispute, debate, fight, play... we should choose
suitable Nakshatras favorable to our persona. We should avoid the
Nakshatras, obstructive or unfavorable. A multitude of treatises
addresses the strengths, limits and bounds of the nature of
Nakshatras.
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For example, the time when the bride is entrusted to a groom is in
accord with Swathi Nakshatra, her future is prosperous. Conjunction
of Visaka Nakshatra with the time at the beginning of manufacture of
military hardware guarantees no shortfall. Victory is a certainty.

Associating the nature of every Nakshatra with its compatible events,
knowing and doing them serve us well.
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The part that prognosticates in astrology was created by our
ancestors. The part that delineates the auspicious period is Nature’s
gift of love. We can call it astronomy. Divisions of time is known as
Mubhiirta Sastram. For success in our endeavor, our ability too is

important. For its fruitive completion, the cooperation of auspicious
time is necessary.
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Pujai: My father says that stainless steel utensils should not be used
for worship. Why is it so?

V. Ramalakshmi, Melur
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Use of earth, copper, brass, bell-metal, silver and gold are usable in
the worship room. There are lamps and utensils made of mud, brass,

bell-metal, and silver. You may use them according to your
affordability. They are acceptable for the prayer room.
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Iron utensils are not used in the piija room. Sastras declare iron does
not possess enough purity (for sacerdotal or votive purposes). For
certain places and purposes, iron can be used and there alone it takes
the pride of place. Stainless steel as the name implies comes from
iron. Therefore, it should be avoided in the prayer room. Where is

the compulsory need for the stainless steel utensils for Piija against
the injunctions, when there are needs for them for other than Pwja?
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‘nhirikshitha ajyathanam.” Melted butter filled to the brim in the bell-metal
vessel is donated. The donor sees his shadow on the butter. The import is,




the donor offers the melted butter in the bell metal vessel along with his
reflection in the form of a shadow. The elders say the hot butter inside the
bell metal acts like a mirror capable of incorporating the image of the donor.
Since the twin association has this capability, the Dharma Sastras plead on
its behalf.
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Mud is naturally pure. Food prepared in kilned mud vessel preserves
the quality (of the food). Water in the copper vessel carries medicinal

quality. The entities associated with silver and gold do not lose their
own inherent qualities.
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Observing a few special qualities, Dharma Sastras introduced the
compatible objects (to us). [ron may have many special qualities. But
it lacked the superior qualities that should go with Pijai and
therefore was removed. Availability of alternate objects (and
materials) should not preclude the established (traditional objects).

One should exercise discretionary thinking in replacing the old with
(the new) alternates, forced upon us. Kalidasan in his dictum says:




“Do not see in terms of ‘old and new.” Look at the superiority.”
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Traditional villagers used burned chaff and salt (as dentifrice) to
brush their teeth. Running it off from use, we introduced something
new. Because of it, there were some who lost their (oral and dental)
health. ‘The toothpaste contains salt, that is superior’ is the new
slogan endorsing the superiority (of old dentifrice) which comes
back as a new sprout. Allopathic medicine of foreign origin has
driven out our Ayurvedic medicine. The new and the latest Beauty

Products ensconcing (containing) herbal essences receive a welcome
at the present.
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Stainless steel does not have the popularity (vogue) as silver and
gold. But middle class people like the stainless-steel wares. In some




places, other metals have been completely removed. You can use it
as a plate for food. Avoid using stainless steel utensils in the
preparation and offering of Sarkkarai Pongal and Naivédyam (food
offerings to the deity).
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‘Sani Nhiradu’- so the elders say. What is so great about
Saturday? Likewise, why is it said that the hair should not be
coiffed or cut on Tuesday and Saturday?

A. Balamurugan, Manamathurai
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Take shower or bath on Saturday and Wednesday is the full
statement. In the past, we used to take ‘Oil Bath’ in those two days.

Now shampoo is on the scene. The medical recommendations state
there is no need for oil application (and use of Styakkai.

FUWIS ST ciyakkay = 60 & & &HITILI cikai-k-kay = Soap pod
wattle, Acacia concinna). We continue to use it, since we like it. We




suffer from multitude of diseases. If you use ‘Oil Bath’ for physical
health, you may do it on Saturday and Wednesday.
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Next in your query is about haircut. Hair is one part of our body. It is
present since (and from before) birth. Even the teeth erupt
afterwards. The hair remains with us until the last breath (and after
death). Thatis why our ancestors grew the hair. Sastras explicate in

details when we can shear the hair. It also has information about
date, weekday, Nakshatra...
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With passing time, observing the day of the week became enough.

We follow injunction on when and what days we cannot cut the hair.
kujathina mathishtamithi’ is what Jyothita Sastra points out.

@ &F60T kucan, n. < ku-ja. The planet Mars, as born of the earth;
GIF62/62ITILI = Tuesday.
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Tuesday, Saturday are Kuja Days, days auspicious activities should
be avoided. Friday is a good day. But cutting the hair on Friday is

prohibited but not for everybody. Fatherless people can cut hair on
Friday but not on Tuesday and Saturday.

-U&6LGET QST (HLD...
Answers will continue




